36
(venomics) (Calvete, 2014) and antivenoms (antivenomics) (Calvete, 2011 , in 37 combination with the toxicological assessment of venoms, a more in-depth understanding of venom 38 composition and antivenom efficacy is being built. As retrieved from current public databases on
39
Elapidae, values for Median Lethal Dose (LD 50 ) are known for 203 toxins, belonging to seven protein 40 sub-families, originating from 40 species (Fig. 1) . Furthermore, the number of elapids for which 41 venom-wide proteomics or transcriptomics studies have been reported has now reached 49 out of 42 355 described species (our unpublished data; http://www.reptile-database.org). Information is now 43 available for a considerable number of species of high medical relevance.
44
Taken together, these insights, and new information being published, may provide the 
81
When the Toxicity Score is used to select the relevant toxins, which should be neutralized by 82 an antivenom or an inhibitor, a decision has to be made to define a threshold value for relevance. For 
85
Score has to be analyzed on a case-by-case basis and has to take into account the total amount of 86 venom that the specific snake is able to inject in a bite. Table 2 illustrates an example on how to 87 determine the relevant toxins in a venom on the basis of a cut-off value for the Toxicity Score of 5. 
97
The issue of potential synergism between venom components has to be taken into 
107
The Toxicity Score can be readily applied to the study of elapid snake venoms because: (a) 108 the main toxic activity of these venoms is neuromuscular paralysis leading to respiratory arrest and 
115
The use of this parameter in viperid snake venoms might be more complicated, for the 
128
The Toxicity Score has been employed for directing drug discovery efforts against α-129 cobratoxin, which was shown to have the highest relevance in Naja kaouthia venom (Laustsen et al.,
130
2015b), using phage display screening (Laustsen et al., 2015d) . In this example, the Toxicity Score 131 predicts that blocking the action of -cobratoxin will abrogate the overall toxicity of the venom. In 
